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Dear Friends of SAS and Calhoun County Community Members,

I hope you find this report informative about the work we do at Sexual Assault 

Services and that it helps you understand the scope of our work in the past year.

Our agency provided services to 951 persons who were affected by sexual 

assault or abuse through our various programs during 2012 (fiscal year October 

2011-September 2012). Detailed information about those served and the 

programs available are included in this report.

We are fortunate to receive numerous grants, including federal, state and local funds 

as well as local support, through donations from individuals and organizations and 

through fund-raising activities. In-kind support is crucial to our success, in particular 

from Bronson Battle Creek, our “parent” organization and home.

We are deeply grateful to all who support us, and for the ability to make a 

difference to those we serve and the community at large.

Joyce Siegel 

Program Manager

Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County



Victim Advocacy

Our group of 33 dedicated volunteer advocates is the 

life-blood of our organization. During the FY 2011-

2012, SAS held two volunteer advocate trainings; one in 

October of 2011 and one in March of 2012. The October 

and March trainings yielded a total of 26 participants; 

14 of whom attended for informational purposes and 

12 of whom participated in order to become a volunteer 

advocate. The 25-hour classroom training, combined 

with readings from our training manual, strives to 

educate participants on all of the services/programs of 

SAS, vicarious trauma and self-care, the dynamics of 

sexual violence and child abuse.

Our community is fortunate to have a field of 33 

culturally diverse volunteer advocates who donated an 

amazing 8,170 hours of on-call time during the October 

1, 2011 – September 30, 2012 fiscal year time period!

Our Volunteer Program Coordinator spearheads a 

monthly meeting for all of the volunteer advocates. This 

meeting serves a dual purpose; an essential de-briefing 

for the crisis calls the advocates responded to during the 

month and a valuable continuing education piece.

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program

The SANE program provided expertise to 128 patients during this reporting period. 

Forty of the patients received phone consultation from an expert nurse either directly or via 

consultation with their health-care provider, law enforcement or other professional. 

Eighty-eight patients received medical forensic examinations: 21 at Oaklawn Hospital in Marshall, 

two at Bronson Battle Creek Hospital and 65 at the Fieldstone Center, our primary site.

The age range for patients was quite broad with the youngest at 3 months of age to 54 years of age. 

There were 13 male patients and 115 females patients who were seen during this reporting period.

Special points of interest

•  During FY 2011-2012, SAS helped  

951 persons who were affected by 

sexual assault or abuse

•  178 children and 255 family members 

received services at the Child Advocacy 

Center

•  Victim advocates assisted 239 persons 

in court, at hospitals or at police 

stations 

•  441 survivors received individual, 

group or family counseling

•  128 victims received specialized 

medical care

•  13 boys and girls attended the 

Sherman Lake YMCA Summer Fun 

Camp

•  Over 3,000 youth received sexual 

assault prevention education
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The medical forensic exams are performed by one of eight Sexual Assault Nurse 

Examiners on staff. Six of the nurses are IAFN SANE-A board certified, one is board-

eligible and one will be eligible in the fall of 2013. One SANE is IAFN SANE-P board 

certified, three others are SANE-P eligible. The SANE program provides 24-hour coverage, 

which amounts to 6,760 hours of on-call coverage, which includes the 2,000 hours of 

coverage by the SANE Program Coordinator.  

The Children’s Advocacy Center Program 

The Children’s Advocacy Center provides a coordinated, collaborative approach to 

addressing child sexual abuse and severe physical abuse in our community. A multi-

disciplinary team works together to help minimize the trauma victims may experience 

by providing coordinated investigative team interviews, advocacy services, follow up 

contacts, referrals and information, therapy, and monthly case review meetings.

Sexual Assault Services dedicates three of its staff members to the Child Advocacy Center 

and several SAS therapists alternate to serve as part of the multi-disciplinary team during 

interviews and for case review. Staff members who are specially trained advocates serve 

in the lobby area while the interview is taking place. 

During this reporting period, 174 children and four adults with cognitive disabilities 

received specialized forensic interviews and 255 family members received support and 

information. There were 67 male children and 111 female children interviewed during 

this period. Seventy children were six years and under, 69 children were between the 

ages of seven to twelve years old, and 30 children were 13 to 18 years old. Our new 

Marshall CAC site in the Crossroads Church and Ministries building opened February 14, 

2012. From February 14, 2012 to September 30, 2012 we served 22 children at that site. 

The Department of Justice statistics reveal that over 90% of child sexual abuse offenders 

are known and trusted by the child or their family. Our CAC statistics are comparable 

with those of the Department of Justice in that 95% of the offenders in the cases processed 

at the CAC were known and trusted by the children and/or their family members.



Counseling Services

After the trauma of sexual violence, many survivors are helped through our counseling 

program. Last year, 441 persons received individual, group or family counseling from our 

therapy team. 

All of our therapists are master’s level clinicians, and have extensive training in the 

dynamics of sexual assault, child sexual abuse and trauma-informed practices. A 

trauma-informed practice that has received a lot of national attention is Trauma-

Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TFCBT). SAS has worked closely with Western 

Michigan University for the past several years to elevate our understanding and practical 

application of TFCBT model of trauma therapy. 

Our counseling services also incorporate several evidence-based holistic methods of healing 

trauma such as the introduction of Alex, an animal assisted therapy dog and alternative 

healing modalities such as breath work, yoga and sensorimotor bodywork. 

Community Education and Prevention Program

Education of our community is three-fold: children, youth and young adults through 

the school systems, service providers and colleagues, and the community at large. 

Educational presentations focus on empowering our children by teaching them the 

differences between okay/not okay/confusing touches, okay and not okay secrets and 

different ways that they can say no. Presentations to our youth deliver messages about 

the dynamics of sexual assault and prevention, bullying prevention, healthy relationships 

and gender stereotypes. Over 3,000 youth from pre-school through high school received 

sexual assault prevention education and materials during this reporting period. 

To be truly successful in preventing child sexual abuse we must broaden the scope of our 

educational efforts to look past the doors of our schools and into the working places and 

meeting spaces of the adults who are charged with the tremendous responsibility of protecting 

our young people. The current SAS Community Educator is an authorized independent 

facilitator in the Darkness to Light Stewards of Children program and has been delivering these 

presentations to various groups in the community. During this reporting period 37 adults who 

are members of this community were trained in the Stewards of Children curriculum. Other 

training dates are currently pending.
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At SAS we believe that community education and prevention should be painted with a 

broad sweeping brush. With that in mind, this past April we successfully educated 116 

of our community partners and colleagues about the warning signs of trauma exposure 

response by hiring nationally acclaimed speaker and author Laura van Dernoot Lipsky to 

facilitate a workshop on April 18. In June of last year thirteen boys and girls attended 

the Summer Fun Camp at the Sherman Lake YMCA because education and prevention 

can also be taught through teamwork, group games, yoga and an appreciation of the 

beauty of the outdoors. Other educational efforts include partnering with the Sexual 

Assault Domestic Violence Coordinating Council to convene the Men for Change group, 

collaborating with the Healthy Youth Pursuing Empowerment (HYPE) committee and 

inclusion of an educational segment each month at the Child Advocacy Center/SAS Case 

Review meeting.

SAS Staff, Credentials and Titles 

Pam Buchko, Volunteer Advocate Program

   Coordinator

Krista Fletcher, Administrative Specialist/Advocate

Amber Goodlock, LLMSW, Therapist

Dannielle Kostrab, LMSW, CAC Program

   Coordinator/Therapist

Brenda Lamica, Forensic Interview Specialist 

Maria Markos, CFLE, Community Educator 

   & Resource Coordinator

Stacy McDonald, FLE, Family Advocate/Marriage 

   & Family Therapy Master’s Intern

Maureen McNamara, LMSW, DSCW,Therapist

Linda Nycum, LLPC, Therapist

Mark Scheffers, M.Div., LMSW, Therapist

Joyce Siegel, LMSW, Program Manager

Phyllis VanOrder, RN, SANE-A, SANE-P, SANE

   Program Coordinator 

On-call Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners

Selma Elstun, RN, SANE-A

Martina Kerschen, RN, BSN

Sherri Khillah, RN, BSN, SANE-A

KrisAnne Leonard, RN, BSN, SANE-A

Susan Mastenbrook, RN, MSN, FNP 

Darci Ryke, RN, BSN

Marion Walter, RN 

Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County Mission Statement
Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County is committed to providing empathic, non-judgmental, 
comprehensive services, support and advocacy for survivors and others affected by sexual assault or abuse; 
raising awareness of sexual assault; and engaging others to join in working toward a community free of 
sexual violence.

Battle Creek



Funding Sources

Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County’s victim advocate project is supported by a Crime 
Victim Assistance grant award (CVA# 20448-16V11), awarded to Sexual Assault Services 
of Calhoun County/Bronson Battle Creek Hospital by the Michigan Crime Victim Services 
Commission. The grant award of $315,526 comes from the Federal Crime Victims Fund, 
established by the Victims of Crime Act of 1984. The required match is provided by the use 
of volunteers valued at $65,547 from Bronson Battle Creek Hospital (formerly Battle Creek 
Health System). Bronson Battle Creek Hospital is a major partner with Sexual Assault Services, 
donating space and in-kind services, making Sexual Assault Services a department of Bronson 
Battle Creek Hospital. Sexual Assault Services wishes to thank the Michigan Domestic & Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Treatment Board for their financial support of this project, Grant No. 
99-WF-NX-0026 by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Program, U.S. Department 
of Justice (STOP GRANT). This project is also supported by the Centers for Disease Control 
Sexual Violence Prevention and Education grant administered by the Michigan Department of 
Community Health grant # 1VF1 CE001110. Sexual Assault Services also receives in-kind support 
from Oaklawn Hospital and Crossroads Church and Ministries in Marshall, and St. Thomas 
Church, Battle Creek. Sexual Assault Services is a United Way of Battle Creek and Kalamazoo 
Region and a Marshall United Way agency. Other grant funding sources include: The MI 
Chapter of the National Children’s Alliance; Battle Creek Community Foundation; The Calhoun 
County Child Abuse and Neglect Council; and private donations from service clubs, community 
organizations and individuals.



Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County
36 W. Manchester St.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(269) 245-3925

Child Advocacy Center
(269) 245-3835

sascc.net
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